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1 Cheshvan 5775 (25/10/14)   The Prolonging of the Patience of G-d  J.  M.  Terrett 

 

(Jack p. 149)  Ps. 29   Jewish Hero: Corporal Nathan Cirillo   L-rd's Table 
 

Noach   Rest 

Torah:   Genesis 6:9-11:32 

 

On this the first Sabbath of the New Year of the month of Cheshvan (Mar Cheshvan [bitter 
Cheshvan] – the only month in the Hebrew calendar which has no special days), I want to do 
things a little differently and preach from the Torah portion, bringing in elements from the 
Haftarah portion and the New Testament as we prepare to observe the first L-rd's Table of the 
New Year. 
 
In order to do this, I have to first give you a little background to the first 11 chapters of 
Genesis.  These portions of the Bible cover the longest period of human history with the 
least amount of detail and they are the portions of the Bible most unfairly challenged by 
secular and liberal scholars.  They deal gloriously with creation in the first two chapters, then 
they deal with the greatest disaster in human history, the fall in chapters three and four – 
again in very little detail.   
 
This portion of the Bible then moves on to deal with the struggle between the righteous core 
of humanity and in sinful core of humanity, in which the sinful core sadly triumphed, in 
chapters five and six.  Chapters six through nine deal with the gracious and punitive 
intervention of G-d through the flood and chapters ten and eleven deal with the re-population 
of the altered planet by the descendents of the children of Noah, both prior to the dispersion 
and after the dispersion.  We are given the major details (themes) of these events. 
 
After this brief, whirlwind tour of the origins of the cosmos and of the human race, the entire 
splendour and folly of human history is ignored except for one family group which leads us to 
Abraham and his family's move towards the Promised Land of Canaan (the site of the original 
Garden of Eden which was lost in the flood). 
 
There are many questions about how to correlate this passage with what we know about 
world history, but I was to zero in on one aspect of the story – the prolonging of the 
patience of G-d before the flood and even in the dispersion after the construction of the 
tower of babel. Before I do this, I want to read seven passages from the Haftarah passage for 
this portion and go several passages beyond to come up with what I would like to entitle a 
believers view of history as it concerns the activity of G-d on our behalf in and through and 
over and above the majesty and the horror of human history. 
 
After these passages, I will briefly summarize the two New Testament passages I have 
selected to go along with the passage and deal with two issues (baptism and the return), 
before I briefly speak to you about the prolonging of the patience of G-d, both in the life of the 
world and in our own lives. 
 
Let us begin with the seven passages in Isaiah which I have selected 
  

Haftarah:  Is. 54:1-55:5 (11) 
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(1) 54:7  Abandoned for a few moments versus gathered with great affection (love). 
(2) 54:8 Hid His face for an instant of wrath versus compassion from an eternal love. 
(3) 54:10 His covenant and compassion are more solid than the mountains and the hills. 
(4) 54:17 No weapon against us shall prosper, we shall judge those who judge us. 
(5) 55:2 Why do you waste your resources on things which are worthless? 

(6) 55:9 Eternally higher purposes exalted above all the folly and wonder of life. 
(7) 55:11 His Word will always accomplish His purposes before it returns to Him. 
 
 

Brit Chadashah: I P. 3:18-22 (2 P. 3:5-10) 
 
First Issue:  Baptism (I Peter) 
 
I Peter 3 talks about how a small number were saved in the ark from the waters of the flood 
and uses baptism as a figure of the same kind of salvation.  The waters of baptism do not 
save us as if they performed some special kind of washing.  These waters represent the 
waters of judgement which drowned the world which had succumbed to evil and from which 
only a small number were saved in the safety of the ark.   
 
Calling upon the L-rd – the engaging or the pledge or the appeal of a good conscience is  the 
ark saves us as we allow all of our connection to our own previous succumbed world to 
symbolically drown as we seek refuge in our glorious, resurrected L-rd, who both overcame 
this world and is able to deliver us from it. 
 
Second issue:  The Return of the L-rd (the end of the world) (2 Peter) 
 
Once our L-rd resurrected, He ascended into the true holy of holies and He is ceaselessly 
interceding for us as He invites lost sinners to receive forgiveness and the power of life 
everlasting as they embrace salvation.  Once He leaves the holy of holies and ceases to 
intercede, His judgement begins in at least two stages.   
 
First He returns and at that very second, the entire cosmos is instantly dissolved in 
preparation for creation of the New Heavens and the new earth.  Next He raises all the dead 
from every generation and nation of mankind and they appear before Him to be judged from 
two books –  the book of works and the book of life. 
 
Those whose names are not written in the Lambs book of life are cast in the everlasting fire, 
while the redeemed prepare for the marriage supper of the Lamb as they enter into eternal 
bliss with our Messiah.   
 
Two things, then I will preach about G-d's patience.   
First of all, it is not I, nor any other human authority who has the right or the mandate to 
decree who will enter eternal bliss and who will enter eternal fire or be excluded from it – it is 
the mandate of the Lamb of G-d and His books.  He is the way, the truth and the life and no 
man comes to the Father except through Him and Him alone.  It is His decision alone and it 
will given with both mercy and with judgement.  And it alone will be final. 
 
Secondly, there are those who will not know that their names are written in the book of life 
until that final day and, sadly,  there will be those who will discover that they only thought that 
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their name was written in the book of life, when indeed it was not (Matt. 7:21-23; 25:31-46).  I 
do not want to scare people nor do I want to convince people that they have to work really 
hard to get their name written into this marvellous document.  I also do not want to create a 
form of spiritual complacency or spiritual entitledness where we feel that because we 
gave our heart to the L-rd we can do what we please because we have our ticket to heaven.  
James said faith without works is dead (or in a coma) It is like this. 
 
Once we come to faith, our name is written in the book and as we walk with Him our works 
are also recorded in the Lamb's book of works – but there reaches a point in some lives 
where the faith becomes so choked that their name is erased (Rev. 3:5) and they are spit out 
(vomited out) by the L-rd (Rev. 3:16). But if they really think about it, they are not surprised. 
 
Communion gives us a chance to make sure that all of our issues are not choking us because 
repentance and obedience are the breath that keeps our faith alive – don't hold your breath to 
long!  Again I invite people with questions about what I have just said (and I hope that there 
are many questions) to come to our Yeshiva Bible Study and allow us to answer them to your 
satisfaction (with the Deut. 29:29 proviso). 
 
Now, let me briefly speak to you about the prolonged patience of G-d.  This last week, there 
were two terror attacks in our country and two soldiers lost their lives.  Events in the Middle 
East are heating up again and when this happens, terror seems to get exported around the 
world by Islamic extremists who are nothing more than religious thugs and murderers and 
misusing sacred texts to justify criminal behaviour. 
 
Three things then we will celebrate the L-rd's Table. First of all, why does the L-rd permit this 
craziness?  Second of all, how do we relate to this craziness?  And Finally what can we say to 
victims of this craziness? 

 
The L-rd does intervene in the lives of mankind to make sure that His purposes are fulfilled 
and one of these purposes is the exercise of free will by mankind on all kinds of levels.  He 
intervened with the flood when the righteous core of mankind was reduced to one family and 
He is waiting until there are no more people who want to join His righteous core before He 
brings the whole mess to its final conclusion.  He does also intervene to save and to heal, but 
He also permits pain and unrighteousness to prevail and because we do not know everything 
we cannot always know why some are healed and spared, while others remain sick and are 
slaughtered.  He keeps evil on a tight chain (3 to 4 generations), while His goodness has a 
long shelf live (to one thousand generations).  What He permits His does not condone. 
Which brings us to our next question – how should we relate to all of this?  The major 
question we should be asking ourselves, is this – is He permitting things in our lives or is He 
condoning how we live out lives?  While we cannot always know why He allows things like 
Ebola or floods and earthquakes, we can determine to be healers and helpers, rather than 
perpetrators and villains.  We can decide to be soldiers and not terrorists, doctors and nurses 
and aid workers and even lobbyists and activists. 
 
We can decide the most important response to the weird and wonderful world around us – we 
can decide to make His word our motivation and our accountability and not the horrible or sad 
events of this life motivate us.  We can respond from love and forgiveness and not from pain 
and anger. We can also determine to leave the inexplicable and the heartbreaks to the King, 
knowing that there is coming a day when all issues shall be fully and finally dealt with. We can 
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also to deal with final issues in our lives on a daily basis by turning everything over to Him. 
 
In other words, we can decide to relate to our lives with faith and obedience (and kindness 
and forgiveness and love and joy and peace and patience and self control and endurance and 
faithfulness), so that we enrich our world and practice tikkun olam as we shine and are salty. 
We also need to speak up on behalf on the widow, the orphan and the poor and oppressed.  
We need to speak up on behalf of good causes, even when we know that our voices may not 
be heard, because our cause (the righteousness of G-d in the Gospel of the Torah) will never 
finally be lost, but will one day be finally triumphant, which leads me to my final point. 
 
What do we say to those who suffer and who are hurt, cheated, abused and what do we say 
to those who have lost loved ones and whose lives may have been wrecked by the folly and 
the treachery of evil people?  It is not a complicated response, but it is also not an easy one 
and it is fourfold.  First we extend comfort and do whatever we can to alleviate suffering and 
heal the wounds and the pain and help them to rebuild their lives.   
 
Then we recommend appropriate action in whatever form this may come.  Next we 
recommend that they place their faith in final things and in the final resolution of unfinished 
issues which is coming on this world just as surely as it came upon this world in the days of 
Noah (Heb. 10:35-39).  This may not bring them much comfort, but until we can work through 
the pain and rage of the horror which happens in this world, we risk become pulled into 
perpetrating the same  - a generational vendetta where everyone becomes a victim. 
 
Finally, and most importantly, we recommend to all people everywhere to lift their eyes above 
the feeble circumstances of this life and contemplate the wonder and power of the one which 
is to come.  The power and the glory and the terror of the kingdoms of this world will all wither 
and pass away, but His Word stands forever and we have to determine where we want to 
stand and upon what we want to base our lives.  We may be buffeted and suffer the same 
misfortunes which afflict people in this world around our sorry globe, but if the direction and 
purpose of our lives is different, not only will we behave differently, but we will never be drawn 
in to the temporary shadows of this temporary life where all that people hope for and worry 
about will eventually and eternally become insignificant. When it is all over, what will your life 
amount to forever?   Will it be eternally significant? Lets pray and observe the L-rd's Table. 


